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Many Thanks!
ACTS is grateful to
have weathered the
COVID storm. It was a
difficult and challenging
time, but we made it!
Through the help and
generosity of many people,
local organizations, and
one-time COVID grants,
our food budget for 2021 and early
2022 has been covered. Thank you.
We are pleased to announce that
not only did we make it, but we are
now forming a three-year strategic
plan to guide us into the future. Our
goal is to maintain and build current
services, while crafting new ways to
reach new people.
You are invited to partner with us
to help more neighbors in need.

Currently we can use more
help doing what we have
always done: feeding the
hungry and providing a great
thrift store experience.
Please consider
volunteering to work at the
food pantry or the thrift
store.
Another area of need is
for financial assistance to go toward
maintenance and infrastructure. The
north side of the building
is under renovation and
the thrift store will require
some technology updates
and changes to the overall
physical layout, to keep up
with the surge in store
sales.

Over the past year ACTS has
made a significant reduction to the
debt on our mortgage. It is our goal to
become debt free. This will allow
ACTS to maximize its resources and
serve the Acme, Williamsburg,
Kalkaska, and surrounding areas.
To offer financial assistance to
these important goals and updates,
please indicate the general fund on
your giving.
Look for more information on future
progress in 2022! To all
those who already give of
their time and resources thank you again! To those
who want to start sharing
their time and resources thank you in advance!

A Word From The President
It has been a
lockdown, when the general
privilege to be a
public could not access the
member of the ACTS
building, a lot of extra hours were
Board of Directors for
put in by faithful volunteers. Just
the last year and
a few of the added
interim board chair for
responsibilities were making sure
the past several
the inventory was constantly
months. Our president,
updated and taking orders over
Pastor John Messner
Gary Chenoweth has
the phone for each family
taken a temporary leave of
coming to the pantry. Pantry
absence to focus on his
volunteers would then assemble the
responsibilities as Rotary District
orders and have them ready to go
Governor. We as a board look
at a prearranged time. It was a lot of
forward to his return in January.
extra work, but it allowed ACTS to
In the short time I have been
continue to be a pantry of choice.
with ACTS, the one thing that has
The thrift store also faced many
impressed me is how this
unforeseen challenges. The store
organization has been able to
enacted many new protocols,
uniquely serve so many people in
allowing customers to shop in an
our area, no matter what
environment that was as safe as
circumstances we may face.
possible. As a result of the hard
During the height of the COVID
work and dedication of so many

people, we have been blessed with
near record sales. The thrift store
not only helps support the food
pantry but is also a big part of ACTS
overall ministry, which according to
our bylaws is to assist the poor, the
hungry, and the homeless.
As we look forward to 2022,
ACTS is in the process of
developing a strategic plan. Our goal
as a board is to continually find ways
to improve the services we provide.
Thank you for your continued
support of ACTS and its ministry
within our community. Whether you
have been a volunteer, customer,
donor, or recipient, your help and
your gifts continue to make ACTS a
blessing to many.
God Bless,

Pastor John Messner
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Stories From Our Food Pantry

A Word From A Volunteer

A young mother came to the ACTS Food Pantry to
help make ends meet for her three sons and employed
husband. She desperately wants to continue as a stay-at
-home mom, but family income is just above the level that
would make her eligible for SNAP (food stamps). She
told us, “I’ve got to get some help here”. We helped. Now
very fond of ACTS, she will probably volunteer here
when her boys are older.

Volunteering at ACTS or
volunteering anywhere feels good.
Working towards a common goal and
choosing to donate your time and
effort to make a positive difference
makes me smile. I began working at
the Acme Christian Thrift Store more
than ten years ago. There have been
Kathy Perria
gaps, like when I worked as a
librarian and secretary at an elementary school, and
when my husband’s job took us to China for a year, but
I kept returning to ACTS where I was always
welcomed.
The reason I keep coming back, and hoping never
to leave again, is the comradery with the other
volunteers. We enjoy what we do. I work in the
receiving area of the store where surprises abound
from the donations I see. From mink coats to used
plumbing parts, you never know what will come in that
day. Occasionally we get a donation that stumps us.
What are these items? We sure have fun guessing.
When at home, I love working outside and
gardening. When the weather
takes me inside, I am organizing
drawers and cupboards, painting
rooms, and reading books that I
buy at ACTS. It is dangerous to
work so closely with tempting
merchandise that always finds a way to be purchased.
I would like to thank everyone who makes working
here a joy. You are absolutely the best.

A young father recently said, "If ever I need help,
ACTS is there for me." He was just awarded full custody
of his two children and is trying to set up housekeeping
for his family of three. Not only has the Food Pantry
supported this family, this dad has also shopped at our
Thrift Store for housewares, linens and even furniture as he works to create the home environment he wants to
provide for his children.

Refrigerator Story
One family that comes to the ACTS
Food Pantry started to refuse any items
that were frozen or needed to be
refrigerated. When asked why, their reply
was, “Our refrigerator broke and it will
cost $1,000 to buy a new one. We can’t
afford that.”
Carol responded by saying that she
knew of a store that sold second hand
appliances. The store was contacted and
we were able to purchase a used refrigerator for this
family for $150. This made a greater impact to this family
than the food provided by our pantry!

Kathy Perria

Thank You, Terry!
ACTS would like to thank Terry Miller for his
years of devoted service on the ACTS board of
directors and his part in developing our
marketing program. Terry is stepping down
from his board responsibilities and is looking
to spend more time with family and explore
new endeavors. The board is glad to know he
Terry Miller
is still willing to continue helping at ACTS as a
volunteer. Thanks again Terry and best wishes for the future!

As of October 31, here is interesting
data on who we have served and
how much was given.
1,397 Families Served
2,794 20 lb Bags of Food Given
(two per family)
55,880 Estimated Pounds of Food
$97,790 Estimated Value of Food
Special thanks go out to ACTS Treasurer Larry
Williams who compiled this data.
Thrift Store: (231) 938-2990
Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m.– 5 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.– 3 p.m.
Food Pantry: (231) 267-3002
Tuesday 5–7 p.m.
Wednesday 1 – 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m.– 1 p.m.

8925 M-72 East, Williamsburg, MI 49690
actsstorepantry@gmail.com
m.facebook.com/acmechristian/

www.acmechristian.org

Acme Christian Thrift Store and Food Pantry

ACTS is a distinctly Christian ministry whose mission is to feed hungry people. We are supported by many
local churches, service organizations, and businesses and are proud to be a United Way agency. ACTS is
a volunteer organization, and all gifts made to ACTS are fully tax deductible in accordance with the law.

